UPPER TWEED COMMUNITY COUNCIL (UTCC)
Minutes of Meeting held on 16th February 2026, at 7pm in Broughton Primary School.
Present: Justin King (Co-Chair), Steph Stewart (Co-Chair) Susan Brown (Treasurer), Shona Scott, Tess Goodwin, Gwen Sapsford, Wendy Simpson, Alison Dunlop and Councillor Drummond Begg SBC
Apologies:  Chelsea Shapiro-Waugh, Gary Beaumont

Minutes from the last meeting and Matters Arising.  The Minutes from the meeting held on February 16th approved.
Community Forum / Actions Register / Notification: 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk219747846]State of road from Rachan through Stobo is causing concern and deteriorating.  Residents have logged several issues, over the course of the month, some of which preventing local residents from accessing local services.  No indication of timeline on the website.  Drummond has followed up directly with roads department. 
2. Local resident raised concerns around impact of GeoEngineering on our environment.  Where UTCC are not equipped to act on items raised, offered to share the following, should community members wish to learn more on the topic: GeoEngineering Watch – Global Alert News
3. Bottle-bank is full again (same at other sites) – ask to check around broader issue (Drummond has followed up)
Items are on the action log.
Agenda Items:
1. Multi Member Ward Report – No additional requests for consideration.
2. Planning – No additional requests for consideration.
3. Treasurers report
a. Youth Bursaries (YB – 0) / Micro-grants (MG – 1) 
b. New request for micro-grant received for Borders Meadows Trust Merlingdale Nature Festival
c. Funding limited for youth bursaries and treasurer looking for options to replenish.  Will work to update the micro grant form to be £500 vs £250.  Note to all £500 is the new maximum for groups.
4. SBC Councillor’s Report 
a. Bus feedback has been received and shared – general discontent from residents. There will be no consultation. Gordon at SBC will be advised by Drummond of the strength of opinion from UTCC. Ability for reverting to the dial-a-bus option. Post meeting – feedback has been received, with initial response alternatives being looked into.
b. Met with Tweed Forum several times, looking at the larger opportunity to work with landowners in Lyne catchment area.  Encouraging landowners to plant trees.
5. Initiatives Update
a. King George V Park Improvements – Quotes being completed, landscape architect on board, ecological report underway for final proposal.
b. ‘Cut out kids’ speed deterrent – Nearly ready for putting up
c. Community Neighbourhood Watch –  active / in operation, no items to raise
d. Community Pub – Planning approved, liquor license in motion – will present to funding bodies in April with potential opening in August.  Building works have reduced which will make implementation work quicker.
6. Other Items 
a. Great News - Nursery is no longer up for review and will remain in place given projected numbers.
b. Ministers Bridge.   UTCC to discuss with land owners and set up options.  Request to SBC for point person to advise on liability issues / concerns 
c. Car parking on Glenholm Passing Place creates safety concerns.  Request for passing place sign to make it clear this is not a car park. 
d. Destination Tweed – will attend our next meeting in May
e. New representatives required on UTCC with AGM held on May 18th – to lighten the load, we are considering moving meetings to every other month with increased presence at Bite and Blether.
f. New Hall Booking system in place – Shona to Contact Hall Committee for May Meeting
g. Film Club – thank you from resident in advance for putting on “A Complete Unknown” on Saturday
h. Newcomers party – reminder – date for the diary June 7th 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
